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Knouse Knews 
“All the Knews You Kneed to Know” 

By Todd Knouse, Head of School 
 

Winter Academic 

Interventions 

Academic supports (called 

interventions) will begin today, 3 

December and conclude on 14 

February.  These supports are small 

group targeted instruction for 

students that we have identified via 

our interim testing, or via teacher 

recommendation.  You should 

receive a letter home notifying you if 

your child qualifies for this 

additional amazing support.  

 

Winter Violin Concerts 

Prepare to be amazed!!!  It’s time for 

our annual winter concert! 

This amazing event is scheduled 

Friday, 14 December.  There are 

two different performances - each 

one showcasing the K-5 talents of 

our kids. 

Concert A: 10:15 am 

● López 

● Pedrotty 

● Kraft 

● Saenz 
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● Cortes Nuñez 

● Cooper de Uribe 

Concert B: 12:00 pm 

● Martini 

● Pacheco 

● Salley 

● Arvizu 

● Bouché 

● DeLilla 

Both concerts are at Hope in the 

Desert Church. Please, when 

parking be sure to fill ALL 

AVAILABLE SPOTS in the western 

parking  lot before parking in the 

eastern parking lot. 

Fall Family Contribution 

Logs 

Family contribution logs will be 

turned in at the violin concert on 14 

December.  There will be a table in 

the entryway to turn yours in. 

Goodwill Fundraiser 

Be sure to read the article in the 

NMISF section of this newsletter 

about the Goodwill Fundraiser.  It 

will be on campus this Saturday, 8 

December.  Clean out your closets, 

purge your toys and books. 

Everything you bring to campus will 

fill our donation bins for Goodwill 

and will help raise money for our 

school!   

You get clean closets, and the 

Foundation gets money!   

In addition, the entirety of the NMIS 

Lost and Found will be emptied and 

deposited into this fundraiser.   

RGEC Openings 

The Rio Grande Educational 

Collaborative Before and After 

School program still has several 

spots available. Please stop by 

during program hours (Before & 

After school) to enroll. You may also 

call us at 505-873-6035 or visit our 

website at www.rgec.org for more 

information. 

 If you enjoy working with kids, 

RGEC is also hiring for the NMIS 

before and after school program. 

Please contact Diane Garcia at 

505-249-1715 or 505-873-6035 if 

you are interested in the position. 
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This Week’s Grade-by-Grade 

Update 

Kindergarten  

Maestra Cynthia Pedrotty   nmis.pedrotty@gmail.com  

Maestra Marina Cortés Nuñez  nmis.cortesnunez@gmail.com   

Maestra Martha Pacheco    nmis.pacheco@gmail.com  

 

 

This week students will inquire 

about their family roots and where 

their last names come from. 

Students will bring for show-and-tell 

pictures of traditional 

foods/dances/costumes of the 

country their last name comes from. 

If you do not know where your last 

name comes from google this with 

your student or go to ancestry.com 

or familysearch.com to learn about 

your last name and is origins. We 

will have discussion on how just like 

plants we all have roots that we 

can’t see, but these roots influence 

our families and our daily lives. 

Students will add what they bring 

from show-and-tell to their family 

trees and will finish their family tree 

labeling each family member using 

Spanish family related vocabulary 

learned in class.  

In language arts, we will learn words 

that begin with V and will review 

Spanish vocabulary related to the 

family and family genealogy. We will 

continue to work on the Tesoros 

Unit related to the  family. 

In math this week, students will 

learn to estimate weight and 

compare weights using a “balanza.” 

We will also continue practicing 

addition and counting up to 80. 

Last Friday we sent home a science 

calendar for your student to inquire 

about life sciences at home. The 

calendar was in Spanish so here is 

the translation. Have your student 

pick a few of the activities to do each 

week. Students who bring this 

calendar with 15 or more activities 

completed at home by the end of the 

trimester will get extra points in 

class towards a special price :) 
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First Grade  

Maestra Alisa Cooper de Uribe   nmis.cooperdeuribe@gmail.com  

Maestra Ana Arvizu   nmis.arvizu@gmail.com  

 

This week, we will begin our third 

line of inquiry within our 

transdisciplinary theme of How We 

Express Ourselves. Our focus will be 

on how beliefs influence celebrations 

and events, so we will begin learning 

about different beliefs and some of 

the most common celebrations we 

have during this time of year. This 

week, we’ll introduce Judaism and 

Christianity, and explore traditions 

surrounding Hanukkah and St. 

Nicholas Day. 

 

We will be incorporating the five 

senses with eating and crafting, not 

to mention singing and dancing. 

Some of the books we will be 

reading include Grandma's Latkes 

by Malka Drucker and The Story of 

Saint Nicholas by Laura Wagner. 

This line of inquiry offers the kids a 

transdisciplinary way of learning 

more about geography, history, 

culture, beliefs--and nouns! We will 

identify and use nouns and articles 
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in language arts. In Spanish, it is a 

more complicated beast to wrestle 

with since nouns have gender and 

the articles must take that into 

account, as well as whether or not a 

noun is singular or plural. 

Our high frequency words are: 

FUHHU��FHOHEUDU��HYHQWR��KLVWRULD�¬

ILHVWD��YHOD. Our English spelling 

words are: five, time, like, dime, 

ride, nine, my, by, white. 
 

In math, we will dovetail our 

learning about Judaism and 

Hanukkah with number scrolls. 

Students will fill in number grids to 

develop more familiarity with 

numbers beyond 100, as well as 

patterns that appear on number 

grids. We will also spend time 

working on number stories: 

comprehending, solving, and 

creating our own. 

 

We wish everyone a beautiful week 

full of your own December 

traditions. Talk with your kids about 

your customs and beliefs, as well as 

the ones they are learning about in 

school. Feel free to use the internet 

to investigate their questions. Enjoy! 

 

 

 

 

   

 

Second Grade 

Maestra Julia DeLilla    nmis.delilla@gmail.com  

Maestra Bárbara López  nmis.lopezb@gmail.com  

In IB we are in our unit of study 

“Who we are”. Our second graders 

will be learning about New Mexico 

and traditions.  They will also learn 

about the human body its function 

and how to stay healthy.  

  

This week in Math, students will 

finish unit 4.  Students will be 

assessed on what they learned. 

  

In Social Studies and Science, our 

students will learn about the 

Muscular and Skeletal systems.  We 

will learn about the state bird, the 

roadrunner. 

  

The students will continue 

improving their spelling, 

penmanship, and writing skills 

through dictation. The students will 

continue working with the same 

dictado this week: El correcaminos 

es el ave estatal de Nuevo México. 

Le gusta comer insectos, reptiles y 

roedores.  Pueden correr hasta 20 

millas por hora y solo vuela para 

protegerse. 
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Spelling Words for the Week: 

  

1. both (ambos) 

2. box (caja) 

3. boy (niño) 

4. break (romper 

5. bring (traer) 

6. build (construir) 

7. buy (comprar) 

8. call (llamar) 

9. came (vino) 

10. can’t (no poder) 

  

In February we will be taking a 

Spanish test (AVANT) to indicate 

your child’s Spanish proficiency. 

The test will include a typing 

portion.  We ask that you have your 

child practice at home.  There are 

several typing sites that can be used 

to help your child become more 

familiar with the keyboard. 

  

https://www.typing.com/ 

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/artic

les/z3c6tfr 

  

Parents remember to use RazKids at 

home.  Students can read in both 

Spanish and in English with this 

program. 

 

 

   

 

Third Grade 

Maestra Yvonne Martini    nmis.martini@gmail.com 

Maestra Monica Saenz     nmis.saenz@gmail.com  

 

IB: This week, we will discuss in 

depth what human rights are and 

how they also apply in schools. 

Examples: respect for one another, 

policies for all members of the 

school community, and rights and 

responsibilities of all individuals.  

 

Social Studies: In our 

Comunidades textbook will learn 

about the Who? (are the leaders) 

What? (do they do) Why? (are 

governments important) and How? 

(do they function) of our local and 

state governments.  

Math: We will use arrays and 

diagrams to model equal-sharing 

and equal-grouping number stories. 

Students will identify the quotient, 

dividend, divisor, and remainder. 

Students should be mastering and 

memorizing multiplication facts 5 

and 6. 

 

Science:  We will begin our lesson 

on Healthy Science where students 

will explore the effects of different 
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methods of preparation and 

preservation of food.   

 

Spelling: 

1. interaction 

2. activate 

3. overreaction 

4. altitude 

5. exalt 

6. alto 

7. alternate 

8. alternative 

9. alter 

10. amble 

11. ambulance 

12. ambition 

13. angular 

14. entangle 

15. quadrangle 

 

1. amnistía 

2. árbitro 

3. disfrutar 

4. líderazgo 

5. país 

 

 

Please continue to use RAZ-KIDS 

at home. 

 

   

 

Fourth Grade 

Maestra Jill Salley   nmis.salley@gmail.com 

Maestra Amanda Kraft  nmis.kraft@gmail.com 

 

This week students will interpret 

and synthesize information about 

US Westward expansion by reading 

timelines and viewing old maps. 

Students will explore motivations for 

relocation to the US west, and learn 

about the Indian Removal Act of 

1830, and the Mexican-American 

War. Students will play the Oregon 

Trail in order to better understand 

the life and death journey many 

pilgrims made. We  will read, 

“Dandelions” by Eve Bunting-- a 

story of a pilgrim family moving 

west. 

In math we will be multiplying 

1-digit by 2-digit problems, as well 

as learning the Lattice & partial 

products method of multiplying. If 

your child does not have their single 

digit times tables memorized that 

would be great to work on at home. 

 

In science we will learn about the 

reproductive parts of a part, and 

plants cucumber seeds, as well as 

design and make models for the 

ways seeds travel by wind. Next 

week we begin studying desert 

animals and the physical and 
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behavioral adaptations they make in 

order to survive. 

From now on, optional spelling 

words will be sent home to 

interested families instead of 

publishing it in the Correcaminos. 

Please let your teacher know if you 

would like the list.  

 

 

 

 

Fifth Grade 

Maestra Ivonné Bouché    nmis.bouche@gmail.com   

 

Dear Parents, 

 

Please allow your child to read this 

newsletter.  Reading their 

newsletter is important each week. 

It is part of an assignment and we 

have been talking about them 

being responsible for their own 

learning.  Thank you. ----- 

 

The written journal entry this 

week will be about our current 

unit, How We Express Ourselves. 
Students will write about  one of 

our lines of inquiry, Cultural 
Expressions of Creativity. 
Students will need to include 3 

characteristics of these 

expressions.  It could be 2-5 

different expressions within a NM 

culture.  The title for this week's 

entry is, Expresiones Culturales 

Creativas. We reviewed this in 

class and had students share their 

own ideas on what expressions 

could be used.  

Our writing prompts will need to 

be one full page typed in Spanish, 

(font=Georgia, 14), and double 

spaced. This assignment is due on 

Fridays no later than 8:30 am. 

They can be submitted via email or 

printed and turned in Friday 

morning.   ( The font will change 

to size 12 and single spaced as 

students become more 

comfortable with their entries.) 

This is one of the items we touched 

on during the conferences that will 

help all students prepare for the 

writing part of the AVANT 

exam(Spring 2019) and will also 

help them overall in their Spanish 

writing.  

 

L.A. The students are doing well in 

their spelling.  This week's words 

are as follows: minus, loser, 

humor, closet, recent, student, 
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